
 
 
                                     GLOSSOP GUILD NEWSLETTER :   SPRING 2019 
 
Dear Member, 
Hello to all our members and supporters - the time has come to write to you 
regarding the past Guild Year; to remind you that the Guild AGM is on the 29th April 
at the Cricket Club (7.30 pm); and to tell you about four Courses we have arranged 
over the early Summer. 
I also briefly mention the range of subjects / courses we are planning for the next 
full Guild year. 
Our Autumn 2017 and Spring 2018 terms were successful, with courses well 
attended and positive feedback from audiences. The year was also successful 
financially, with a small overall surplus to add to our reserves. We bought a new 
standalone cupboard, sited in Bradbury House, so we can securely store all our 
equipment. We also bought some improved microphones to use with our speakers. 
Thanks are due to Graham Lee as Course Organiser for the hard work he put in to 
organising last years varied and interesting programme. Graham is retiring from 
the Committee, and his dedication and attention to detail will be missed.  
The Guild continues to recruit new tutors to the Guild, so we can present fresh and 
original courses, and a wider range of subjects, as well of course as drawing from 
our established pool of well-known and widely respected tutors.    
Some of the new courses and tutors from the last year were: Q&A to a Judge, 
Steam Railways in Glossop, Peace in Palestine & Israel, Women's Suffrage, 
Germany – new Superpower, Medicinal use of plants. 
Regarding the AGM, the first half hour will be a formal business meeting (including 
short presentations by the Chairperson Mike Webb, the Treasurer Jane Murray, and 
elections to the Committee).    
I will then be delighted to introduce our guest speaker, the well-known writer and 
dramatist Debbie Horsefield, in an informal Q & A session.   
After a break for sandwiches and drinks, I will briefly remind members about our 
early Summer courses, and our new Course Organiser, Maggie Mooney, will give us 
a tantalising glimpse of the Courses we hope to offer in our full Autumn 2019/ 
Spring 2020 year. To whet your appetite, we hope to offer courses on: 
Weimar Germany, Philosophy, the LNER, Northumbria,  Renaissance Art, 
Astronomy, Evelyn Waugh, Linnaeus, I K Brunel, Dutch Art, Cartoons, Comic Art, 
Minoans, Ethics, Mary Q. of Scots, Rise of the Right, Christmas & Customs, Manor & 
Forest, Gertrude Bell, Hannah Mitchell, Art & Politics, Danny Brocklehurst, Stella 
Massey, Art of the Popular Singer, American South, and of course two of our ever 
popular film days – Rebecca and Henry V. 
For those members not attending the AGM , I give below a little more detail about 
our early Summer courses. Please note you can see full details and book online at 
the guild website:   www.glossopguild.org      or you can book by post by sending a 
note and cheque payable to Glossop Guild to our Treasurer, Jane Murray at 3 
Clifton Avenue, Holmfirth HD9 1AL.   
1 Bodnant Gardens - Pre Trip Lecture on Thursday 25th April (Bradbury House 7.30 
pm), then a Day Trip to Bodnant Gardens on Saturday the 27th April. The gardens 
are described by the National Trust as one of the great gardens of the world. The 
lecture and the trip will be headed by Bob Callow, one of Britain’s foremost 
lecturers in Botany. Note: there will be a limit of 20 persons to the trip. Transport 

http://www.glossopguild.org/


to the Gardens / Lifts etc  will be planned at the Thursday lecture.  Guild Fee £20 
(note: entry to the Gardens is free for NT or RHS members, otherwise it is £14) 
2  Are we alone? The search for life beyond Earth, is a lecture to be given on the 
16th May at Bradbury House (2-4 pm) by Professor Ian Morison, a renowned 
astronomer, with a career at Jodrell Bank spanning 54 years. This exciting course 
will serve as an introduction to Professor Morison, and to a five week course on 
Astronomy to be presented by Professor Morison in our Autumn 2019 
Term.           Fee £7 (or £9 on the door) 
3  The Art of the Byzantine Empire,  a full day course by popular request to 
complement our Autumn 2018 course History of the Byzantine Empire. Led by 
Professor Birgitta Hoffman, we are promised a wealth of wonderful images on 
Saturday 22nd June from 10am to 4pm at the Masonic Hall, Glossop. Fee is £25 for 
members, £32.50 otherwise.  
4 Escorted trip to The Hepworth Centre near Wakefield. Wednesday 26th June 
(9.00 – 5.30 – meet at the Market Grounds car park). The always enthusiastic and 
occasionally provocative Frank Vigon will lead this full day visit to The Hepworth 
Gallery, a splendid new building in Wakefield, which has a number of Galleries 
with sculptures by Barbara Hepworth and many other artworks by a range of 
artists. Note there is a limit of 20 for this trip. Attendees will be contacted 3 days 
beforehand to confirm  and work out transport and lifts. A Soup and Sandwich 
lunch in the Hepworth café will be ordered for those attending. Fee £20 plus cost 
of lunch.  

  
Mike Webb 
Chairperson 

 
 


